
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

19TH MAY 2021 

REPORT OF HEAD OF PLANNING, DESIGN AND ENGAGEMENT 

AIRCRAFT NOISE CONTROLS – NIGHT TIME FLYING AT BIRMINGHAM 

AIRPORT 

Purpose of Report 

To consider the proposal form Birmingham Airport in relation to Night Flying Policy 
commencing October 2021 to 2024. 

Attached as an Appendix to the report is a copy of the proposed Night Flying Policy 
received from Birmingham Airport. 

Background 

Schedule 5 relating to Night Flying within the Section 106 Agreement for the Runway 
Extension requires the Airport Company to agree and maintain a Night Flying Policy 
which restricts the use of the Airport by aircraft taking off or landing during the Night 
Period and Night Shoulder Period. 

Clause 3 of the Agreement required the Airport Company to review the Night Flying 
Policy in consultation with the Council and Airport Consultative Committee prior to 
25th October 2009 (and each three year anniversary thereafter unless the Airport 
Company and the Council agree otherwise) always to include a review of the Quota 
and the Annual Limit with the intention of achieving as soon as practicable after the 
opening of the Runway Extension a phased reduction of the  Annual Limit to 4% or 
lower on a programme to be agreed with the Council to intent that the obligations on 
the part of the Airport Company in this schedule shall be satisfied. 

The agreed 2018 Full Review of the Night Flying Policy contained some fundamental 
changes to the policy to balance noise mitigation with commercial requirements. It 
contained a combination of limits, including an Annual limit for Air Transport 
Movements (ATM’s), Annual Noise Quota Count and requirements on surcharging 
aircraft that violate the Night Noise Violation Level. These were: 

 Maintain the Night Annual Limit for Air Transport Movements (ATMs) set at 
5% of total ATMs calculated on the maximum Annual Limit for ATMs over 
proceeding 5 years. (2330hrs to 0600hrs); 

 Maintain Annual Noise Quota Count of 4,000 (2330 hrs to 0600 hrs); 

 Maintain Taxiway Tango is not used between hours 2300 and 0600 as a 
taxiway except in exceptional circumstances; 

- New and Updated Restrictions 

 No increase in the number of departures (including Quota Count 0 aircraft – 
limit of 877 departures per annum (no more than today) between 2330hrs -
0500hrs; 



 No aircraft with a Quota Count greater than 1 to be scheduled to operate 
between 2330hrs – 0600hrs; 

 The night violation level limit to be lowered from 85dB(A) to 83dB(A) and the 
Airport Company to consider lowering to 81dB(A), following the outcome of 
the Noise Abatement Departure Procedure Trial. 

Engagement with Airport Consultative Committee 

As part of the Night Flying Policy review, the Airport Company resolved at a meeting 
of the Airport Consultative Committee (ACC) on 4th June 2020 to form a sub-group 
of the ACC to enter discussions and commence the review into the Night Flying 
Policy (NFP), in line with the requirements of the Section 106 Agreement.  
 
That sub-group of the ACC met on 4 occasions to discuss the NFP review for 2021.  
 
The sub-group of the ACC agreed that the existing NFP is working well and 
considered that the continued uncertainty resulting from the ongoing pandemic, the 
existing policy should be retained for a further three years. This was also agreed 
against a backdrop of evolving Government thinking on this topic with the 
Department for Transport (DfT) consulting on the prospect of a National Night Flying 
Policy (Night flight restrictions - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) . 
 
It should be noted that the ACC sub-group are working through their response to the 
DfT consultation.  
 
Although there was unanimous support to retain the existing policy it was agreed that 
members should keep the NFP under review via the ACC. It was agreed that an 
early review of the NFP could be triggered before the 3-year period i.e. 2024, in the 
following circumstances:  
 

 significant changes to the noise environment (measured initially via 
community feedback and to be determined by the ACC);  

 significant increases in community concerns about night noise;  

 commercial challenges faced by the Airport Company; and 

 The outcome of the DfT consultation on a National Night Flying Policy 
requiring changes to the policy. 

 
The ACC will keep the above items under regular review via its quarterly meetings 
and a comprehensive review will occur annually.  
 
The work of the noise subgroup was presented to the full ACC on 4th March 2021 
and the Committee resolved to:  
 

(i) The Committee extend their thanks to those Members who participated in 
the 2021 Night Flying Policy Review;  
(ii) That the update on the recent work undertaken by the Committee’s Noise 
Sub-Group be received and noted;  
(iii) The Committee supports the proposal for the 2021 Night Flying Policy 
Review as detailed above; and  

http://www.gov.uk/


(iv)That the future work intended for the Committee’s Noise Sub-Group be 
endorsed. 

 
Proposed Night Flying Policy 2018 -2021 

Birmingham Airport proposals for Night Flying for consideration are: 

 Night Period is defined as 2330 to 0600 (local).  
 

 No aircraft with a QC greater than 1 to be scheduled to operate between 
2330-0600 (local) hours.  

 

 No more than 877 aircraft can be scheduled to depart between 2330 to 0500 
(local) including aircraft with an EPNdB less than 81 (which are ordinarily 
exempt from this policy).  

 

 Annual movement limit during the Night Period is calculated at 5% of the 
ATMs in the busiest single financial year within the last 5-year period. The 
limit is 5,505.  

 

 Aircraft with an EPNdB less than 81 are exempt and do not count towards the 
annual movement limit except if it is a departure between 2330 and 0500 
(local).  

 

 Annual quota limit during the Night Period is 4,000.  
 

 Quota can be reclaimed for movements which register less than 74dB(A) at all 
three noise monitors. This is administered by Birmingham Airports 
Sustainability Team.  

 

 Any departing aircraft registering more than 83dB(A) at the centre noise 
monitors (1 and 2) during the Night Period will be subject to a surcharge 
equivalent to a full runway charge.  

 

 Taxiway Lima/Tango is not to be used between the hours of 2300 and 0600 
(local), except for T6 and T5 to enter Taxiway Uniform or in emergency 
situations.  

 
Note: There is provision to exempt movements from the scope of the policy in 
defined circumstances e.g. diversions, mercy flights, emergencies, delays due to 
prolonged Air Traffic disruption and delays likely to lead to serious congestion at the 
Airport or hardship and suffering to passengers or animals, such exemptions do not 
apply to noise violation surcharges. 

Appraisal 

The proposed Night Flying Policy developed and agreed in 2018 was a more 
sophisticated policy which maintained Airport operations but also more effectively 
delivered the original objective of the planning obligation; namely to protect local 
communities from airport noise exposure. 



The policy agreed 3 years ago is balanced and is working effectively, allowing the 
Airport to compete in a fiercely competitive environment, while retaining one of the 
most stringent night flying policies at any of the UK airports. Importantly, this policy 
was developed with community stakeholders.  

Considering continued uncertainty resulting from the ongoing pandemic, the existing 
policy should be retained for a further three years.  

 
Recommendation 

Approve Birmingham Airport Night Flying Policy for the period 2021 – 2024. 

 


